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ny Reply to the Fanerall of the Good old 
Caufe or Covenant, Oc. 


Ar. Speaker, 
a= Perceive it (licks with me. that this Houſe 
#23 (hould declare ſo high againſt the beloved 

<3 AY Covenant ; for which the Genr. that ſpake 
TEB-IRL laſt hath modeſtly mov'd a Reprieve. He is 
=== to be liked much the. better that he never 
ar} ir himſelf; and as he never approv'd the preſſing it 
upon orhers , (o1 hope in himſelf he never approv'd it 
qt all. Buc ſince he would be content with an AR of Ob- 
livion for it, I preſume he will nor conceive but that to 
barri it, is a very good way to forget it, So the Roman 
did with the Letrers that he would not have remembred 
to the prejudice of thoſe- that writ them, or of the par- 
ties that they did-concerri- When Towns or Forts have 
been Authors of extraordinary miſchief, to Prevent a fu- 
fure evil we leave them all in Aſhes, When che Chriſti- 
an Religion came once to plant in Zpheſws, thoſe holy 
Saints and mild promoters of it, nere thought an Amne- 
ftis' onely was ſufficient: but to devouring flames they 
bring cheir curious Books. In the Country where this 
Covenant firſt was born, the Law condemns a Witch to 
death by fire : and under the «ffe& of this, we now ſee 
plainitaere was a faſcination. Some men that meant well 
(by the ſenſerhbat-others put ou it) were hook'd into 


thac 


(2) 
that which at firſt they nere {atended. It was worthil 
acknowledg'd by the Gent. that the aime of ir again 
the Prelacy, was the Sacriledge of cheir Lands and Re- 
venues. And can you think ic deſerv'd to flide in filence 
ro the pit, whoſe battery raz'd the Government which 
the conſtant ſucceſſion of 1500, yeares had' glority'd 
rhrough the Chriſtian World? 

Buc he is pleas'd to offer you ſome Reaſons to incline 
you to a mollification. One is, that ic was inſtrumencall 
ro bring in our King. Truly if it did ihis, it would. mericr 
a pardon as well as a Reprieve, Every pin conducing ro 
tbat work would be ſet in Gold and preſery'd, But ſure 
enough what ever it did to the Son, it deſtroyed'the Fa- 
ther z and was the price of more bloud, then the Nation 
rhac firſt bred it was worth, It ic obliged them to defend 
the King, how came they to preach up a War againſt 
him, to give thanks when he was beaten, rto drive him 
from all his own, to contriburce for the pay of, choſe. that 
fought againſt him z and co raviſh with a violent hand 
from all char did refuſe to joyne with them © I ic aid nor 
oblige his defence, how comes it to do it now ? I fear if 
we {hould go to ſearch, the very defign was ruine. Indeed 
ro do the -cots right, they ſent itin plain terms, chough I 
doubt whether with any better intent. | would fain ask 
whecher ic were taken to preſerye the King, or to gain 
aſhſtance againſt him; whether it-were not theConſulrati-, 
on of $10n,00ce to have left out what related to His Ma- 
jeſty ; and when that. was not thought handſ{ome,it was 
contrived in ſuch terms as might fignifie nothing, or at 
leaſt leave them ſo ar liberty as in ſeeming to be Saints, 
they might cheat in the people to their aid z; and yer 
themſelves eſcape out Fiends of a blacker dye and tem- 
per. And admit it did at laſt do what the. Gent. would 
haye 
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haveus believe it did. Siace with theStyr it can blow bogh 


hot and cold, I hope this Aſſembly will be of the Husband- 
mans opinion, fever to ſuffer it to harbour withia their 
walls. I doubt it will be fonnd their wearineſſe of Tyran- 
ny and Taxes, the loſe of their Trade, and the want of 
having their will without him, more then their Coal ci- 
encigusZeal for the Covenant that induc'd them to invice 
home che King. And to confirm chis, let but alſo the en- 
deayours be conlidered how chey would bave pinion'd the 
wings of our Eagle before he ſhould have flowa among us. 
Another Reaſon is given to avoid icandal ro the Pro- 


'teſtant Religion, both at home and abroad. But how 


this, we are toinquire, At home ic cannot be, the Church 
of England never ſtoop'd to own it. It can no more ble- 
miſh the crue Proteſtane Religion,eicher in taking on'r or 
pleading for'r, then a Hereſie or Error of a Fatious par- 
ty can doa true Church. But nowif ic ſhould not be 
condemn'd, ir juſtly might be held co do ſo; fo that to 
avoid ſcandall at home, tis fit it be now declar'd againſt, 

Nor can it be ſcandal abroad, it being there decry'd 
already, and by all the Reformed Churches abroad, refy- 
ſed co be joynd in thz Learned and the Reverend Dioda- 
146, plainly rethrning anſwer and adviſing, That they would 
repell this horrible ſcandal which ſo extremely wrongs Chri- 
ſtranity in Generall, By them it 1s parallel'd with che Ho- 
ly League of France, wherein as in this, they Covenanc 
for Religion and a King, and to keep it as they did here 
chey turn their Armes agaioſt their King chat ſtrove co 
uphold their Religion, : 

Beſides, the taking of it was either lawful or unlawful. 
If it were lawtal, let there be any Preſident (hown eicher 
ig Divinity or State, where - there ever was {a Covenant 


taken without and/ againſt the conſenc of; the lawtall 
| Prince 


(14) 
Prince and adfadped lawfoll. In rheold Law, if a-Child 
did yow a vow;and upon rheParents hearing of ir,a diſap- 
provement paſs'd upon ir, 'twas then not-held ro bind, but 
became both Nall and void. And furely thePriace who is 
the general Parenc of his people hath a Prerogative of as 
hrge extent upon his Sabjects, as a natural Parent is al- 
lowed to have over his Children. 

If it were not lawful, why was it cakenatall* or why 
Should it pleaded at all to bind © Since unlawful Oathes 
-fre beſt of all kept by breaking them. If one man ſhall 
ſweat ro kill another, ſurely chete is none fo wild rorhink 
"he is bound tro keep or perform his Oath. So that the 
keeping of an unlawful Oath is a double ſcandal, rhe one 
in che taking,the other in purſuing ic when taken. 

Nor can I ſee how whoſe that have taken this Coye- 
nant can plead for the obligation of ir,— when they 
themſelves have given example of the violation of 0- 
thers they have raken thae are far more binding then 
this can be proved tobe. Before they did take this, 
they took the Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy 
and many of them the promiflory Oath of Canonical 
obedience. Yet by preaching up the people-into Rebel- 
lion, by ſetting up a Power above the'jJuſt Supremacy,by 
exploding the Hierarchy of the Church, and by invading 
the Rights and Revenues borh of Prince and Church, 
they have infring'd and Cafled both the one and the o- 
ther. When it cannot be denyed but all of theſe were 
Jawfnl in themſelves, and Legally and Authoricatively 
taken by them, And if they could ſo diſpence with cheſe 
ordain=d and eſtabliſhed by the Law of the Land,and the 
Legal Anthority of the Prince: And chink it no. ſcandall 
ro'wave ſach facred'Santions both of Church and Stare; 

"Tdouht not but it will be far lefs ro them to forgoe. this 
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when they cannot longer hold ir. The truth is, this Great 
Aſſembly I conceive hath done well and hononrably, te 
doom it as they have done, to deter men from the like 
hereafter, and that thoſe who would be friends to ic, may 
know what they have to truſt to, may ſee their error 
and repent: andleave their bankering after this Siſter of 
Feſabell,who painted but to delude. And indeed, thef are 
beholding to this Honourable Houſe for taking this bur- 
then off their ſhoulders, for vindicating this ſplendid 
Church, chat by their FaQion and Ignorance they had 
ſmutted round wich ſcandal. And for ſhewing to all how 
great and juſt it is for them to deteſt it into the Hang- 
mans hand , like the finfal World at laſt co be parg'd 
with a clenſing lame. And fince as the Salamander it was 
bora and hath liv'd in the fire of Contentioa z ler ic alſo 
expire in that Material one which will conſume it. That 
from its dry Aſhes the Memory thereof may periſh, and 
nothing ever after may come to riſe up like it, 


